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· 30 tourism projects lose investment license

Latest information from VNAT management reports that due to the delays more than 30 projects had lost the license in Quang Nam province. Near Hoi An had been a clearance according to the public sector statements, imputing the causes to bank loans and difficulties in capital mobilization. The facts are affecting the land productivity of the local community, difficulties linked to cultivation and development of jobs for the area.

· Vietnam tourism promotion in BBC

The Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism has invested in international television BBC to screen 240 broadcasts during eight weeks in Asia and Pacific and six additional weeks in North America and Europe. As did last year with CNN, this year costs are nearly 320,.000 USD, also being focused in Korean television KBS and VTV4, as well as in some websites online.

· Airlines starting using e-tickets in Vietnam
Since June 2008 Vietnam has already started issuing e-tickets for some of their flight customers traveling to selected countries. Even the paper tickets still under use by appointed agents, seems the near future will show us a saving in paper and printing documents working on only code and password details electronically. Most of the companies will follow this procedure and implementation in the future years will be a fact.

· Tourist service costs rising

Further comments from the Deputy Minister of Culture Sports and Tourism, the increase of prices in our tourism sector hit the market and Vietnam. As per his statements, the increase of over 30% of products due the world market prices affects negatively on the service quality and competitiveness, attracting less visitors than expected.

An strategy development plan focused on 2020, links the Mekong countries and future plans of common development, as well as increase the research and development of new tourism programs, Deputy Minister stated, helping this momentum to achieve targets and scheduled data.

· International Tourism Exhibition ready
Over 210 international exhibitors are confirmed for the new edition of the fourth International Tourism Exhibition (ITE) to be held in Ho Chi Minh City this September, including companies from South East Asian countries, Middle East and Europe.

The special invitee country will be Philippines, providing a new launch on destinations, food and cultural shows during the event, scheduled from 12th to 14th September at the Phu Tho Exhibition Center.

“The Charms of Ethnic Tourism in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam” is the standard logo for this year, attending conferences, presentations and promotion from the different sectors related to tourism.

· Luxury jets planned in Vietnam

The market is growing and the tourism niches are being handled by the different new and existing companies. Contracts are on the table for a new service of flights on luxury jets to many golf destinations within Vietnam. 

A new world-class travel service to be launched with online bookings for top end travelers, reaching five star resorts and golf packages, as well as flight exclusivity at all times. Extra details will be provided in following editions of the EuroCham Tourism Committee newsletter.

· Vietnamese cuisine in Thailand
During last week of August a Vietnamese cuisine exhibition was held in Bangkok, increasing the popularity of the country cuisine in the neighbor country. Apart from the cooking classes, pictures and landscape decoration was set up in the Siamese capital, confirming business agreements between Vietnamese and Thai companies in terms of tourism and development.
· European flight companies review

Irish airline Aer Linguson continues increasing the operating losses this year, threatening the long-term viability of its business, mainly due to the hike of prices of fuel and services since the beginning of the year.

At the same time, Italian Alitalia confirms the plans foreseeing profits in three years time from 2011, after the near bankrupt economic situation. Thanking the several investors and their support to keep the carrier on going at least until 2013 depending on the future European flight situation and merging companies.

In Spain, one engine on an Spanair flight failed middle August, killing 154 people in Madrid’s Barajas airport. The plane got out of the runway shortly after taking off and scenes had been broadcasted by international televisions worldwide.

· City bus quality improvement in HCMC

In order to reduce the traffic congestion, authorities from the southern hub requests companies and transportation departments for quality improvement in the short term period, allowing the more than 150 bus routes to run smoothly even in rush hours. Apart from bus drivers attitudes, timetables follow up and construction sites, there are also chaotic crossroads affecting the operation of city buses.

New traffic control centers will be expanded as well as the bus network to 24 districts, ensuring adequate routes to outdoor areas too, trying to increase the number of passengers in the coming years.

· Mui Ne reports increase of  visitors

The authorities of Binh Thuan province reports and increase on arrivals from foreign travelers to the well-know beach resort area. During the first eight months of 2008 there is an increase of 14% compared to last year data, accounting over 1,3 million visitors mostly from Germany, Russia, Australia, USA and other European markets.

Several months ago, the local currency was strong versus the dollar, making the difficult times for the inbound sector, even now companies checked confirm the benefits they are receiving from the stronger US dollar.

· Networking event organized by EuroCham in HCMC

A warm evening boat through the Saigon river was the choice of EuroCham for the last networking event in HCMC. A wide representation of the hoteliers, resorts, travel agents and business community linked to the tourism development of Vietnam were attending the dinner, accompanied by live music.

As a good opportunity to promote the different options and varied summer offers and promotions, a lucky draw with interesting prizes was done at the end of the event, with a very good participation during the warm evening.

· Tourism impact in neighboring country

The tourism in Thailand has been affected by the political unstable climate and its state of emergency proclaimed this 14th September 2008, frightening away tourists to other destinations including Vietnam. Drops from countries like China, Japan or Korea are reaching over 20%, meanwhile during August the European market downgraded between 5 to 10 % versus last year data. 

Apart from cancellations, airports closure and amended winter packages, many countries issued travel warnings to the destination, even no foreigners had been injured during any of the protests. 

Thailand’s tourism is a 6% of the country’s gross domestic product accounting over USD 17 billion revenues and over 14 million foreign tourists.

· Vietnam becomes new integrated resorts destination

As we see the continuous growing of resorts construction and development on the Vietnamese coastal areas, the well-known Asian Development company stated that Vietnam is emerging as one of the top destinations. The possibilities of the country which offers over 3,200 km. of coast are growing very fast in whole South East Asia, but Chairman of the Company refers to the especially characteristics of the destination we are working, after a round of seminars in Singapore were reported to EuroCham Tourism Committee.

· Vietnamese fashion taxis in England?

During the next six months a fleet of 10 taxis will be promoting Vietnam in center London, appearing painted with traditional “ao dai” (long dress), Ha Long bay or Ho Chi Minh City images. The promotional program was launched at an opening ceremony in the Embassy of Vietnam in London, acting a tourism promotion attraction in town at full time during the upcoming months. Definitely a good idea to export Vietnam to the world, adding another European country to the list where Vietnam is working on tourism promotion programs.

· Vietnam attends Russian Tourism Fair

Moscow and Saint Petersburg are the cities where tourism officials are going to show the Vietnam tourism potential for the Russian market. Over 150 attendants from different companies had been confirmed the attendance and the implication in terms of mutual cooperation and keep growing on a potential market.

· Vietnam hosting an Asia Conference on Tourism Promotion

Vietnam’s capital city of Hanoi will host the 7th annual conference of the Council for Promotion of Tourism in Asia (CPTA) starting next month October 5-10. 

A rotation between Asian Network of Major Cities 21 (ANMC 21) is held in rotation in member cities of Hanoi, Bangkok, New Delhi, Taipei, Seoul, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur and Tokyo. 

All participants will review the work set at the previous conference and adopt an action plan for new projects, propose tourism development issues in member cities as well as organize promotional and advertising activities to attract tourists to Asian cities including Hanoi. 
EuroCham Tourism Committee thanks to your contribution or tourism related information in case you wish to let us know information related to Vietnam.

Please address your texts, website addresses or details to the email address 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:miquelangelperez@yahoo.com" 

miquelangelperez@yahoo.com
, after collection and editing will evaluate for future publications.

If you have any company or associate interested on receiving the EuroCham Tourism Committee monthly newsletter, please revert back to us and with pleasure will include in our mailing list.

This e-mail is the EuroCham Tourism Committee in Vietnam (ETCV). We can provide a list of our partners upon request. If this e-mail has been sent to you by mistake, please let us know, and then delete this message.  
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