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· Tourism revenue report from VNAT

Latest information from VNAT management reports that there is a 14% increase of arrivals to Vietnam compared to previous year, adding nearly 4 billion USD revenues at the end of 2008 in the 5 milion international visitors to Vietnam. The number of domestic tourists flock to 21 milion if continues its growth this year.

The participation in international exhibitions in Japan (JATA), Shanghai (CITM), Singapore (ITB-Asia), Cambodia (AITEX), United Kingdom (WTM) and domestically in Vietnam (ITE) next September, offers a wide variety of improvements, attracting potential visitors from South East Asian countries and European markets. Noticed a decreased on arrivals from China, Japan, South Koreaa, United States and Canada, most of them being the top markets the previous year.
· Investment license cancelled due to inactivity

Paradise resort in Baria Vung Tau has lost the investing license issued by the Department of Planning and Investment. Even the authorities are able to listen the last comments from investors in the next few days, seemps that the 25-year license is going to be finalized, over 220 hectare resort was planned in Thuy Van beach in Vung Tau City was delayed and without working activity in recent months..

· Saigon river dies waiting for solutions & European support

After the Water and Environment Technology Institute studies, the large amounts of untreated wated water direct into the river daily are showing that the pollution exceeds from large the standard minimum conditions. An estimation confirms that over 31 tones of wasted cooking oil are discharged into the river daily from different residential areas, affecting the living standards, smells and infections.

Somehow, European support from The Netherlands includes over 4,2 million Euro in a project to improve the quality of tap water in town, as well as leakage reductions on the pipelines.

· Vietnamese restaurants on the wave internationally

A wellknown European independent restaurant guide has selected 69 Vietnamese restaurants for the latest consideration as Asia’s finest restaurants. Seems the national cuisine, with the new mentors and cuisine lover’s are increasing their international appearance in benefit of another step higher for the tourism in Vietnam.

Refer back to the ETC for additional information in case you are interested.

· EC doubles grant to help poverty reduction in Vietnam

The Ministry of Planning and Investment and the European Union signed and agreement to grant 20 million Euro to reduce poverty and implement a better socio economic development. Based on health and education, the program amis to improve financial management and build better capacities nationwide.

· Nha Trang opens international tourism course & European trainings

This first course will last three month and the program includes the different hotel departments, atracting 120 students on first call. Interns are receiving a salary and have chances to continue working for the hotels in case they are interesting once graduated.

Meanwhile, the European comission continues with the different trainings related to tourism, from hotel departments, “to train the trainers” courses had been held in different locations throughtout Vietnam (Hanoi, Danang, Hue, Vung Tau, Ho Chi Minh City, Can Tho…). Very positive feedback from the private sector and more professionals getting into the market, mostly when the sector really needs qualified staff to continue the growth and development.

· Hue hotel receives medal

One of the hotels in the ancient capital has received the Labor Medal Third Class from the national president. With a high profit in last years results, the hotel continues the good performance attracting visitors from different travel agents and tour operators interested on the heritage Hue has.

· Tourism info stations planned in HCMC

From 50 to 100 tourism stations are going to be installed in different areas aiming to provide additional information for tourists in southern knot. Over VND 10 billion had been invested for these tourism service providers, planning to extend its activities to central Vietnam (Hoi An and Danang initially).

· Travel agents & tour operators losses increasing

Due to the rise of the US dollar against the local Vietnamese dong, many outbound tour companies had been seriously affected, as they use the American currency in their quotations. Apart from settling the payments in US dollars to all the overseas partners, banks had been imposing surcharges on dollar buyers, increasing the activities in the black market.

Several months ago, the local currency was strong versus the dollar, making the difficult times for the inbound sector, even now companies checked confirm the benefits they are receiving from the stronger US dollar.

· Hai Phong receives nearly 1,9 million travellers in the first semester

Hai Phong authorities informt that from the 1,9 million tourists received the 2008 first semester, 392,000 are foreigners, an increase of 10,5% year-on-year results. Visits to Do Son and Cat Ba island are increasing and the new five-kilometer pedestrian stret on the island helped to keep visits increase. 
Hai Phong Tourism department attended the Brest Sea Festival 2008 last July, trying to promote traditional sea vessels tourism.

· New European Airline opens new office in Hanoi

Turkish Airlines opened its new office in Hanoi, providing new connections to the capital Istanbul from now on, stopping in Bangkok as reference. Length of flight is around 14 hours and this completes another European extension from Vietnam.

· Expats living in Vietnam & housing

Latest estimations from the public authorities revealed that in Vietnam there are over 81,000 foreigners working and living. From this relevant data, there are around 17,000 who have the right to buy property and real state after the new resolution from the National Assembly this year. Rights are signed for a 50  years period for individual foreigners or as per the set forth in the investment certificates in case of companies.

· Golf and greens going environmental green

Golf development in Vietnam is growing fast for the lovers of this sport. Nowadays, developing a golf course must look carefully at the environment and location, over 3,000 cubic meters of water per day, erosion of the territory, clearing of vegetation…are only few of the concerns to consider. Apart from pesticides, fertilisers and other that are able to cause problem to golfers, workers and other residents, problems of land absortion, pollution and water treatments. As hotels are usually tied with this green areas and the promotion is on the wave, we urge to the persons involved to fully care about the developments and destinations.

Estimate over 5,000 golfers in Vietnam, which 1,000 play regularly on 16 of the golf courses located around Vietnam.

· Vietnam campaign “Hidden Charm” brings hotelier changes

Recent rebrands and change of strategies involving hotels in Vietnam. From former Guoman Hotel in Hanoi and former Omni Saigon in HCMC, new assignments changed as previous Melia Sunrise Nha Trang, former Sofitel Vin Pearl in Nha Trang too, as well as the previous Novotel Saigon.

Seems important projects are coming and acquiring rights and management from several hotels, as well as good growing of existing companies with new openings and buildings under construction all along the major tourism destinations.

· Airlines confirm market growth

Most of airlines report a continuous growth the first half of the year, confirming that the data shows an increase of over 16% on international tourists, arriving to nearly 2,5 million. Seems the trend will continue in the near future as the interest shown by nearby South East Asian destinations and from far markets like Europe or US will keep the percentages in double digits percentages.

· Sea tourism will be a key factor in the near future

The creation of the new Mekong Delta Tourism Association just confirm that the future plans for this south side of Vietnam is on very strong and firm basis. Giving priority to the high quality tourism service and products, pretends to become one of the referents in South-east Asia. Actually after its public appearance has already 116 member registered.

Working in different key triangle zones linked to highway national 1 – zone one with Sam Son, Nghia Dan and Vung Ang, zone two with Phong Nha, Hue, Danang, Bana, Hoi An and My Son, zone three with Nha Trang, Dalat and Mui Ne -, the tourism authorities seems to set up stronger ties with associations in order to improve the welcome and standarize the brand names.

Aside of international conference centers, sport complexes and other exhibitions areas, plans to organize tourism festivals with improved infrastructure are on the agenda.

· International chess championship in southern Vietnam

The 2008 international chess championship will be held in Ba Ria – Vung Tau, thanks to its infrastructure and tourism development the city was able to hold this important tournament this October 2008. Over 120 countries representatives had been confirmed with over 1,500 chess players ready to compete in different levels. As per organizers statements, over 2,000 international tourists will flock into the area to attend the event, increasing the occupancies and revenues of the sun & beach destination.
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